
 

 What do I read this summer? 

 Every English II student will read at least one book from the following list: 

 The Joy Luck Club, Amy Tan: “Four mothers, four daughters, four families whose histories shift with the 

four winds depending on who's 'saying' the stories. In 1949 four Chinese women, recent immigrants to 

San Francisco, begin meeting to eat dim sum, play mahjong, and talk. United in shared unspeakable loss 

and hope, they call themselves the Joy Luck Club. Rather than sink into tragedy, they choose to gather to 

raise their spirits and money…. Forty years later the stories and history continue…. As each woman 

reveals her secrets, trying to unravel the truth about her life, the strings become more tangled, more 

entwined. Mothers boast or despair over daughters, and daughters roll their eyes even as they feel the 

inextricable tightening of their matriarchal ties.”  

The Kite Runner, Khaled Hosseini: “The Kite Runner follows the story of Amir, the privileged son of a 

wealthy businessman in Kabul, and Hassan, the son of Amir's father's servant. As children in the 

relatively stable Afghanistan of the early 1970s, the boys are inseparable….until an unspeakable event 

changes the nature of their relationship forever…. Even after Amir and his father flee to America, Amir 

remains haunted by his cowardly actions and disloyalty. In part, it is these demons and the sometimes 

impossible quest for forgiveness that bring him back to his war-torn native land after it comes under 

Taliban rule."  

Our Town, Thornton Wilder: “a 1938 three-act play that tells the story of the fictional American small 

town of Grover’s Corners between 1901 and 1913 through the everyday lives of its citizens.” 

Divergent Series, Veronica Roth (one book from the series):  (if you have read Divergent, then read 

Insurgent, or Allegiant, or Four) “The society of the trilogy defines its citizens by their social and 

personality-related affiliation with five different factions, which removes the threat of anyone exercising 

independent will and threatening the population's safety. Beatrice Prior, who later changed her name to 

Tris, an Abnegation-born and Dauntless transfer, must figure out her life as a Divergent, while 

concealing her true nature, and living with the danger of being killed if it is discovered by the Dauntless 

leaders.”  

The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian, Sherman Alexie: “It’s the story of Junior, a budding 

cartoonist growing up on the Spokane Indian Reservation. Determined to take his future into his own 

hands, Junior leaves his troubled school on the rez to attend an all-white farm town high school where 

the only other Indian is the school mascot.”  

Cannery Row, John Steinbeck: “Cannery Row is set in the Great Depression in Monterrey, California on a 

street with sardine canneries that is known as Cannery Row.  The story revolves around the people 

there:  Lee Chong, the local grocer; Doc, a marine biologist based on Steinbeck’s friend Ed Ricketts; and 

Mack the leader of a group of bums.” 

 

Can I read more than one book? 
Absolutely! Read as much as you would like! 
 
 
Where do I find my book? 

Books are available at the library or most bookstores including Barnes and Noble or Half Priced Books. You can also 

find SUPER CHEAP copies in good shape on Amazon.com. You can also read your book online as an eBook. 
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Do I need to annotate my book?  
Yes! Read and annotate your novel—or take notes on a separate piece of paper as you read. Consider 

marking the important ideas that come to you while reading, such as: 

 Interesting characters or quotes 
 Possible themes or conflicts 


What are good ways to annotate? 

 Make notes in the margin or on a sticky note to mark important ideas
 Add questions in the margin, things you are asking while you read 
 Use checks, stars, asterisks to mark very important items or passages that you want to come back and reread 
 Don’t mark up or highlight so much that you can’t distinguish what is most important 


 
What do I need to bring on the first day of school? 

Your annotated book or annotation notes and the following assignment that should be typed in Times New Roman 

font size 12.   

Part 1: Vocabulary 

While reading your book, you should be thinking about the author’s word choice.  Many times, we can read and 

understand words that we may not be familiar with by using context clues.  You should look for these words; you 

may find that you “kind of” know the meaning of a word, but an exact definition helps you to understand exactly 

what the author intends you to know.  For the vocabulary section of this assignment, you must find 15 words that 

are new to you or that you don’t exactly know. For each word, record the sentence that it is used in, what you 

think the word means, and the actual definition.   

Part 2: Questions 

1. Find a memorable passage of one-two paragraphs from the book. Copy word for word the short passage that you 

think is worth remembering. Write a paragraph explaining why you think the passage you chose is memorable.  

2. Describe your favorite character or event. Cite at least three pieces of textual evidence from the book that 

supports why you like this character or event. Write the textual evidence then explain how it adds to your interest 

in the character or event.   

3. Identify a significant change in your book, and describe the results of that change. This change may be the 

consequence of a choice, a conflict of some kind that has to be resolved, a display of some outstanding trait like 

courage, or even the result of an action or event that occurs during this story.  

4. To highlight the significance of this book for you, read the following questions below and write a one-two 

paragraph response to one of them:  

 a. What discovery did you make as a result of reading this book?  

 b. How has this book changed your thinking about a particular topic?  

 c. How has this book supported or changed your opinions on a particular topic?  

5. Write one positive comment regarding this book. 

6. Write one constructive criticism comment about this book. 

This will be a major grade (90%) for the first 6 weeks 


